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Security Act. | asked him whether the
HSA could have the unintended con-
sequences of providing protections for
wrongdoing while impeding access to
necessary information to protect pub-
lic health and safety. Governor Ridge
replied: “[T]hat certainly wasn’t the
intent, | am sure, of those who advo-
cated the Freedom of Information Act
exemption, to give wrongdoers protec-
tion or to protect illegal activity, and
I will certainly work with you to clar-
ify that language.” If that was not the
intent, then let us fix the vague, and
potentially dangerous provisions that
are in this bill.

I would also note, for the record, that
many organizations have endorsed our
bill including the following:

American Association of Law Librar-
ies, American Civil Liberties Union,
American Immigration Lawyers Asso-
ciation, American Library Association,
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee, Americans for Democratic
Action, American Society of Magazine
Editors, American Society of News-
paper Editors, Arab American Insti-
tute, Asian American Legal Defense
and Education Fund, Associated Press
Managing Editors, Association of Re-
search Libraries, Center for Democracy
and Technology, Children’s Environ-
mental Health Network, Clean Produc-
tion Network, Common Cause, Commu-
nications Workers of America, Cook
Inlet Keeper, Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations, Council on Profes-
sional Association of Federal Statis-
tics, Electronic Frontier Foundation,
Electronic Privacy Information Center,
Environmental Defense, Federation of
American Scientists, Freedom of Infor-
mation Center, Friends of the Earth,
Fund for Constitutional Government,
Government Accountability Project,
Greenpeace, Magazine Publishers of
America, Maryland Pesticide Network,
National Federation of Press Women,
National Newspaper Association, Na-
tional Press Club, Natural Resources
Defense Council, New Jersey Work En-
vironment Council, Newsletter & Elec-
tronic Publishers Association, News-
paper Association of America, Ohio
Valley Environmental Coalition, OMB
Watch, Pesticide Action Network,
North America Powder River Basin Re-
source Council, Privacy Activism, Pri-
vacy Times, Project on Government
Oversight, Radio-Television News Di-
rectors Association, Reporters Com-
mittee for Freedom of the Press, Sierra
Club, Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition,
Society of Professional Journalists,
Strategic Counsel on Corporate Ac-
countability, U.S. Public Interest Re-
search Group, University of Missouri
School of Journalism, West Harlem En-
vironmental Action Working Group on
Community Right-to-Know.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 81—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONCERNING THE CON-
TINUOUS REPRESSION OF FREE-
DOMS WITHIN IRAN AND OF IN-
DIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES, PARTICULARLY WITH
REGARD TO WOMEN

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. COLEMAN, and Mr. CORNYN,
and Mr. CAMPBELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. REs. 81

Whereas the people of the United States re-
spect the Iranian people and value the con-
tributions that Iran’s culture has made to
world civilization for over 3 millennia;

Whereas the lIranian people aspire to de-
mocracy, civil, political, and religious
rights, and the rule of law, as evidenced by
increasingly frequent antigoverment and
anti-Khatami demonstrations within Iran
and by statements of numerous Iranian expa-
triates and dissidents;

Whereas Iran is an ideological dictatorship
presided over by an unelected Supreme Lead-
er with limitless veto power, an unelected
Expediency Council and Council of Guard-
ians capable of eviscerating any reforms, and
a President elected only after the aforemen-
tioned disqualified 234 other candidates for
being too liberal, reformist, or secular.

Whereas the Iranian government has been
developing a uranium enrichment program
that by 2005 is expected to be capable of pro-
ducing several nuclear weapons each year,
which would further threaten nations in the
region and around the world.

Whereas the United States recognizes the
Iranian peoples’ concerns that President Mu-
hammad Khatami’s rhetoric has not been
matched by his actions;

Whereas President Khatami clearly lacks
the ability and inclination to change the be-
havior of the State of Iran either toward the
vast majority of Iranians who seek freedom
or toward the international community;

Whereas political repression, newspaper
censorship, corruption, vigilante intimida-
tion, arbitrary imprisonment of students,
and public executions have increased since
President Khatami’s inauguration in 1997;

Whereas men and women are not equal
under the laws of Iran and women are legally
deprived of their basic rights;

Whereas the lranian government shipped
50-tons of sophisticated weaponry to the Pal-
estinian Authority despite Chairman Ara-
fat’s cease-fire agreement, consistently
seeks to undermine the Middle East peace
process, provides safe-haven to al-Qa’ida and
Taliban terrorists, allows transit of arms for
guerrillas seeking to undermine our ally
Turkey, provides transit of terrorists seek-
ing to destabilize the United States-pro-
tected safe-have in Iraq, and develops weap-
ons of mass destruction;

Whereas since the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and despite rhetorical prot-
estations to the contrary, the Government of
Iran has actively and repeatedly sought to
undermine the United States war on terror;

Whereas there is a broad-based movement
for change in Iran that represents all sectors
of Iranian society, including youth, women,
student bodies, military personnel, and even
religious figures, that is pro-democratic, be-
lieves in secular government, and is yearning
to live in freedom;

Whereas following the tragedies of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, tens of thousands of Iranians
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filled the streets spontaneously and in soli-
darity with the United states and the vic-
tims of the terrorist attacks; and

Whereas the people of Iran deserve the sup-
port of the American people; Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) legitimizing the regime in Iran stifles
the growth of the genuine democratic forces
in Iran and does not serve the national secu-
rity interest of the United States;

(2) positive gestures of the United States
toward Iran should be directed toward the
people of Iran, and not political figures
whose survival depends upon preservation of
the current regime; and

(3) it should be the policy of the United
States to seek a genuine democratic govern-
ment in Iran that will restore freedom to the
Iranian people, abandon terrorism, and live
in peace and security with the international
community.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 82—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONCERNING THE CON-
TINUOUS REPRESSION OF FREE-
DOMS WITHIN IRAN AND OF IN-
DIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES, PARTICULARLY WITH
REGARD TO WOMEN

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
CAMPBELL, and Mr. KyL) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REs. 82

Whereas the people of the United States re-
spect the Iranian people and value the con-
tributions that Iran’s culture has made to
world civilization for over 3 millennia;

Whereas the lIranian people aspire to de-
mocracy, civil, political, and religious
rights, and the rule of law, as evidence by in-
creasingly frequent antigovernment and
anti-Khatami demonstrations within Iran
and by statements of numerous Iranian expa-
triates and dissidents;

Whereas Iran is an ideological dictatorship
presided over by an unelected Supreme Lead-
er with limitless veto power, an unelected
Expedience Council and Council of Guardians
capable of eviscerating any reforms, and a
President elected only after the aforemen-
tioned disqualified 234 other candidates for
being too liberal, reformist, or secular;

Whereas the Iranian government has been
developing a uranium enrichment program
that by 2005 is expected to be capable of pro-
ducing several nuclear weapons each year,
which would further threaten nations in the
region and around the world;

Whereas the United States recognizes the
Iranian peoples’ concerns that President Mu-
hammad Khatami’s rhetoric has not been
matched by his actions;

Whereas President Khatami clearly lacks
the ability and inclination to change the be-
havior of the State of Iran either toward the
vast majority of Iranians who seek freedom
or toward the international community;

Whereas political repression, news-
paper censorship, corruption, vigilante
intimidation, arbitrary imprisonment
of students, and public executions have
increased since President Khatami’s in-
auguration in 1997;

Whereas men and women are not
equal under the laws of Iran and
women are legally deprived of their
basic rights;
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